




.p U s QUE HAN N A -p 0 N FERENeE,
HELD AT UTICA, ONEIDA COUNTY, N. Y.,
September 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th, 1871.
OFFICERS.
P?·esident-B. T. ROBERTS.
Secretaru-s-W. GOULD; Assistant-C. H. SOUTHWORTH.
COMMITTEES.
On Public Worship-G. W. Anderson, E. Owen, B. T.
Roberts, W. R. Dennison.
On Stat'l'stics-W. Gould, C. H. Southworth.
On Education-W. Gould, Z. Osborne, T. Whiffin, J. B.
Freeland, J. Mackey, H. Overing.
On Publ£cations-M. N. Downing, E .. Owen, J. Mackey,
L. VVoodruff.
On Sunday Schools-B. Winget, J. Glen, G. R. Harvey,
W. A.. Peters, D.]' Robinson.
On Teniperance=-Z, Osborne, J. B. Freeland, G. R. Har-
vey, J. B. Stacy, S. Irwin, L. W. Jones,
On Bible Cause-J. Odell, G. W. Anderson, A. L. Webb.
On Collecting Funds for Minutes-L. Woodruff.
On .Memoirs-E. Owen, B. T. Roberts, W. Southworth,
J. Mackey.
On Claims-s-L, Olney, J. GJlel1, L. Woodruff.
On �.Missionary Appropr£ation,,-8tationing Committee.
To Appoint Examiners on Course -of Study-B. 'I', Hob­
erts, E. Owen.
On Division of the Conference-E. Owen, M. N. Down­
ing, W. Gould, J. Mackey, W. A. Peters, E. Bradshaw.
On Case af A. J!'assctt-Z. Osborne, B. Winget, "'V. M.
Perry, L. Woodruff, J. Mackey.
EXAMINERS ON THE COURSE OF STUDY FOR NEXT YEAR.
Preliminary Coltrse-G. W. Anderson, T. Whiffin.
First Year-\V. Gould, W. M..Parry.
Second Year-E. Owen, J. Odell.
Third Year-M. N. Downing,'R W. Hawkins.
Fourth Year-J. B. Freeland, B. Winget.
DELEGATES TO ANTI-SECRET SOCIETY CONYENTION.
E. Owen, J. B. Freeland, M. N. Downing, J. Mackey.
DISOIPLINARY QUESTION.
First Quest£on.-What are the name of preachers and del­
egates having a seat in this Conference?
Preachere=-Y, Olney, M. N. Downing, W. Gould, J. B.
Stacy, Z. Osborne, J. Odell, M. D. McDougall, VV. M. Parry,
N. Atkins, B. Vlinget, J. B. Freeland, S. H. Bronson, J. ,V.
Sawyer, G. ·'V .. Anderson, E. Owen, 'N. Southworth, J.
Glen, T. vVhiffin, G. Edwards, D. Dempsey, G. R. Harvey,
R W. Hawkins, T. A. Ross, O. H. Southworth, G. E. Fer­
rin, W. H. Steegar, J. Guyon, O. M. Damon, VV. ,V. War­
ner, A. G. Terry.
Laymen-G. Willard, S. Nichols, Horace Taylor; D. Z.
Curtis, E. D. Bradshaw, G. Milem, r, H. Robinson, D. J.
Robinson, L. W. Jones, J. E. Waldren, G. S. -Watkins, W.
Morse, 1. Ballou, 0. J. How'e, S. 'Windsor, A. r, '''Webb,
J. R. Dennison, J. S. Harvey, N. Hitchcock, R. Coons,
W. A. Peters, F. A. Town, G. S. Severson, L. Woodruff,
G. Brazee, T. Lane, S. Irwin, ,T. Mackey, J. G. Champlain,
J. T. Haviland, Z. A. Swingle, L. Bell, A. Campbell, H.
Overing.
2. H7w moe the 8tation£nfJ.j!omnu·Uep ?-B. T. Roberts, E.
6
Owen, W. Gould, J. B. Freeland, G. Willard, J. Mackey
W. A. Peters.
4. Who remain on trial?-L. Kelly, R. Coons, O. M. Owen,
W. W. Dickson, A. W. Paul.
5. Who are admitted into [ull connection. ?-G. Ferrin,
W.H. Steegar, J. Guyon, C. M. Damon, \V. \V. Warner:
6. Vlho are the Deacons? -C. H. Southworth, T. A.
Ross, C. M. Damon," G. Ferrin," W.W. \Varner.* N. B.­
Those marked thus -'I< were ordained this year.
7. TVlw have been elected and ordained Elders this yea?'?
T. Whiffin, D. Dempsey, J, W. Sawyer.
D. -VVhc ctfC the superannuated or worn-out preachers ?-S.
H. Bronson.
11. -Who have withdrawn ?-J. T. James, A. Fasset.
1.2. Are the preachers blameless, etc. ?--They were examined
one by one, and an their characters passed.
13. l-fTho have died this yea?' ?-E. Dowell.
14. TVhat is the number of Chicrch. members ?-Sce table of
statistlcs.
15. l1That amounts are necessv?'y for the support of Sllpe?'­
annuaied preachers, etc. ?--See report on missionary claims
and appropriations,
16. vVhat has been collected on the fO?'cgoing, etc. ?-See
statistics and reports.
17. liYhe?'e are the preachct« stationed this year ?-See sta
tions or the preachers.
18. Where and wizen shall our next Conference ve l/eM?­
At Fulton, Oswego County, N. Y., commencing the second
Wednesday in September, 1872.
Under Quest-/ons 3, 8 and 10, no business was done.
MISOELLANEOUS BUSINESS.
ORDINATIONSr-On Sunday, 17th inst., after the morning
sermon, the following brethren were ordained deacons by the
imposition of the hands of the General Superintendent, B.
T. Roberts: George E. Ferrin, Wm. W. -Warner, Charles
M, Damon, Arthur Campbell, Daniel Colgrove and George
Willard. N. B.-Tho last three are Local Deacons.
At the close of the afternoon sermon the following broth­
ren were ordained Elders by the imposition of the hands of
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B. T. Roberts and those of several Elders: Thos. Whiftm,
David Dempsey, John W. Sawyer.
The credentials of Charles Austin and Samuel MacVey,
certifying their ordination as Elders were recognized.
Note.--Geo. E. Ferrin and W. W. Warner were reo
quired to bring up their. studies of the second year's course,
in which they were reported deficient.
2. R. Coons not having appeared before the examining
committee, he was required to bring up his studies on the
::first year's course next year.
3. G. Edwards was required to be examined on the fourth
year's course next year, he having being prevented from be­
ing examined this.
GENERAL OONFERENOE QUESTIONS.
Ist. Amendment of the General Rule on softness and need­
less self-indulgence.
On Friday, Sept. 15th, Conference proceeded to discuss
the new clause to be inserted in the General Rules, page 31,
of Discipline, The Secretary read thesaid clause as follows:
(after the words "Softness and needless self-indulgence,)
especially snuffing, chewing, or smolcing tobacco, for the grati.
fication of a depraved appetite."
.
Resolved, That in voting on the adoption of this new clause
the vote be taken by yeas and nays.
Moved and seconded that the clause be adopted. The vote was
then taken with the following result: Ministers present and
voting, yeas 28, nays none. Laymen, yeas 24, nays 1. Ministers
absent, 3; laymen, 9; declining to vote, one layman.
Total number of votes, 53. Total yeas 52, nays 1, majority 52.
2�-THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENCY.
The following amendment of Discipline, ordered to be sub­
mitted by the General Superintendent to each Annual Con­
ference, by vote of the last General Conference, viz: " On
page 38 of Discipline, after the words' itinerant ministry,'
in the restrictive rules, add the words "the General Su­
perin tendency,' " was presented by order of the Conference.
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The Conference resolved to take the vote thereon by yeas
and nays, and did so with the following result :
For the amendment, ministers present and voting, 28;
nays, none; absent, 1. Laymen for the amendment, 24,
nays, 1, absent, 9.
RESOLUTIONS.
The following resolutions were adopted:
2.-0N ADMITTING TO ELDER's ORDERS.
Besoloed, That no person be elected to Elder's orders until he
has passed a satisfactory examination on the course of study.
2.-0N CHAIRMEN OF DISTRICTS.
1. Resolved, That all chairmen of districts elected by this Con
ference employ their whole time in district work, in accordance
with the provisions of Discipline, chapt. 3, sec. �, par. 5 and 13,
pages 50 and 51.
2. Resolved, That the circuits of this Conference be divided into
six districts; and that three chairmen be elected, each of whom
shall preside over two districts.
3. Resolved, To vote for three chairmen on one ticket.
The Conference balloted for chairmen with the follow­
ing result: Whole number of votes cast, 55; necessary
to an election, 28. J. B. Freeland having received 45, E.
Owen 48, and W. Gould 48, were declared elected. The
other votes were distributed as follows; M. 'N. Downing, 19 ;
G. W. Anderson 1; B. Winget, 1 j R. W. Hawkins, 1 ;
M. D. McDougall, 2; Z. Osborne, 1; J. Glen, l.
3.-0N PUBLISHING THE MINUTES.
Resolved, To publish the minutes of thil;1 Comference in con­
nection with those of the other Conferences held this Fall, as far
as practicable.
4.-0N REDUCTION OF FARES.
Resolved, That W. Gould be a committee to arrange with the
railroad companies for a reduction of fare over the roads by which
our preachers will come to Conference next year,
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5.-0N CANDIDATES FOR EXAMINATION.
Rceolecd, That all candidates' for examination on the course of
study, be requested to be present at the seat of Conference at 9
A. 1\1. one day previous to its sitting next year.
6.-VOTE' OF .THANKS.
Resoioed, That the thanks of this Conference be tendered to the
citizens of Utica for their kindness in entertaining its members.
ON 'l'HE ApPBOPRIATION OF BIBLE CAUSE FUNDS.
Resoioed, That the monies collected for the Bible cause be
paid to the American Bible Society, in the name of the Susque­
hanna Annual Conference, and in such a manner as to elect Sam­
uel Irwin, A. G. Terry, and J. B. Stacy, life members.
LAW QTESTION.
In response to a question by E. Owen, the Chair decided,
that a, reserve delegate could act in the absence of the reg­
ular dolegate, but could not alternate in· attendance and ac­
tion during the same session, after his name had been regu'
larly entered on the roll.
MEMORIAL SERVICE.
The committee on Memoirs, reported in part, recommending
that E. Owen be requested to preach a funeral sermon en the
death of Rev. E. Bowen, at 2 1-2 p. m., on the Sabbath.­
The recommendation was adopted unanimously.
Rev. E. Owen, in accordance with the above reqnest,
preached on Sunday the 17th, at 2 p. m., on Heb. xi. 35.­
" And others were tortured not accepting deliverance, that
they might obtain a better resurrection.
B. T. Roberts was requested to prepare a brief memorial,
to be inserted in the Journal and published Minutes.
TRANSFERS.
Rev. A. G. Terry was received by transfer from the Gen­
esee Conference. Be is in elder's orders. Rev. C. M. Da­
mon was transferred to the Illinois Conference.
CASE OF A. FASSETT.
The president reported tht A, Fassett wished to withdraw
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from the Conference and church, and had requested to be
furnished with a letter certifying his standing.
The request was referred to a committee composed of the
following brethren: Z. Osborne, B. Winget, W. M. Parry,
L. Woodruff and J. Mackey.
The committee reported that, in its judgment, such a letter
should not be given. .
It being understood that he wished to withdraw, with or
without letter, it was resolved that it be entered on the Jour­
nal that A. Fassett had withdrawn without letter.
DELEGATES TO THE ANNUAL ANTI-SECRET SOCIETY CON'"
VENTION.
E. Owen, J. B. Freeland, M. N. Downing and J. Mackey
were elected delegates to represent this Conference in the
Anti-Secret Society Convention, to be held at Rochester, Nov.
28, 1871.
ADDRESSES.
On Wednesday morning Rev. B. T. Roberts addressed the
Conference briefly on the duties of its members.
On the last day of the Conference one hour was devoted
to addresses by several of the brethren: various points of
interest concerning the work were discussed.
INTRODUDTIONS.
Revs. A. F. Curry and A. G. Terry of the Genesee Con­
ference, J. McCreery of the Illinois Conference, and S. V.
McVey of the Protestant Methodist Church, were intro­
duced to the Conference, and invited to take seats as honora­
ry members.
DIVISION OF THE CONFERENCE.
The Southern District having voted to request the Annual
Conference to petition the Executive Committee to make a
division of said Conference. A committee waa appointed to
consider said request. (See List of Committees.) Said com­
mittee reported ; and their report was adopted, (See Reports.
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CHANGE OF TIME.
The following w�s introduced and discussed.
Resolved, That in the judgment of this Conference the time of
holding its annual session should be changed from fall to spring,
and that when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet one year from next
April.
The above resolution was moved and lost by a vote of
twenty for and twenty-nine against.
STATIONS OF THE PREACHERS.
CLYDE DISTRICT.-J. B. FREELAND, Ohairman.
Clyde, Rose and Sodus M. N. Downing, one to besupplied.
Webster and Ontario J. B. Stacy.
Pittsford, Bushnell's Basin and Canandaigua T. Whiffin.
Penn Yan and Rock Stream L. Kelly.
Italy, Cohocton and Sparta A. W. Paul.
BINGHAMTON DISTRICT.-J. B. FREELAND, Ohairman.
Binghamton and Owego C. H. Southworth.
Cortland, Ithaca, McGrawville and Dryden, B. Winget, J Osmun,
supply.
Summer Hill and Owasco Supplied byW. H. Griswold.
Gibson and Lindleytown '" J. W. Sawyer.
Oil Creek Mission R. W. Hawkins, .W. W. Warner.
SYRACUSE DISTRICT.-E. OWEN, Obairman.
Syracuse , W. H. Steegar.
Fulton W. H. Southworth.
Chittenango , J. Olney.
Nelson, East Church and E:r:ievil1€? D. Dempsey.
Smyrna and Norwich G. E. Ferrin.
Brookfield and Edmeston , " To be supplied.
Smithville and Stockbridge N. Atkins.
Rome and New London O. M. Owen.
Black River Mission Supplied by L. H. Robinson.
SARATOGA DISTRICT.-E. OWEN, Ohairman.
Utica G. W. Anderson.
Frankfort and Schuyler M. D. McDougall.
Oppenheim Supplied by O. W. Young.
Schoharie , R. Coons, C. J. Howe, supply.
Grafton Supplied by A. B. Burdick.
Lansingburg W. W. Dickson.
Sa,ra,toga Springs , ..•• :." .•. , .• ,,.., ,J, Odell.
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Greenfield and Corinth To be supplied.
WINDSOR DISTRICT.-W. GOULD, Chairman.
Wilkesba.rre G B. HArvey.
Canaan, Beach Pond and Lenox. ' .. J. Guyon, one to be supplied.
Windsor and Sandford .To be supplied by W. Jones.
Bainbridge, Sidney and Unadilla , .A. G. Terry
Delaware Supplied by S. Bronson.
Liberty To be supplied.
Windham G. Edwards.
NEW YORK DISTRICT.-W. GOULD, Chairman.
Philadelphia and Vineland .. " " Z. Osborne.
Elizabeth City, Rahway and Kingwood W. M. Parry.
New York Supplied by A. F. Curry,
Brooklyn " ., , .. " J. Glen.
Riverhead and Greenport '" T. A. Ross.
Whitehaven, Cataeaqua and Allentown .. ·Supplied by A. Campbell
and O. V. Ketels.
Waterbury Mission " To be supplied.
C. M. Damon transferred to the Illinois Conference.
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Webster and Ontario .
Pittsford and Bushnel1s Basin .
Canandaigua ..
Penn Yan and Rock Stream .,
Cohocton '" .
Gibson and Lindley town .
Rose and Sodus. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .
Clyde
.
Montezuma, Sell. F. & Waterloo.
Owasco and Summer Hill .
McGrawville and Dryden .
FultOll .
Syracuse and Chittenango .
Smithville and Stockbridge .
Nelson, East Church & Erieville.
Smyrna, Norwich & Bainbridge.
Brookfield and Edmeston " ..
Utica .
Frankfort and Schuyler.... .. .,
Scoharie .
Lansingburg and Grafton .
Saratoga Springs* ..
Greenfield and Corinth•........
Black River Mission. .. . .
Rome, Lowell and New London.





Greenport and Riverhead .
Elizabeth City, &c .
Lennox, Canaan and Beach Pond
Allentown and Catasaqua .
Philadelphia and Vineland .
on Creek Mission ..
WaterburryMission .
Whitehaven and Wilkesbarre ,
Chairmen's Receipts, third Diet ..














































































































































>I<Note l.-Estimated on the basis ot last year, in the absence of an;r report,
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.
God made man absolutely for himself. The physical, intellect­
ual, and spiritual departments of his being, were perfectly ad­
justed to each other, and to all the purposes of his creation. Full
and complete education is the harmonious development, and culti­
vation of the whole being, for the glory of God. The first com­
mandment, which is the sum of all, requires that we love God
with all the heart, mind and strength. To love him with all the
mind, implies, the development and growth of the mental powers,
as well as their right use. To secure such growth is one impor­
tant design of common education. God has adapted various
kinds of food to the appetite and health of the body; so he has
adapted the powers of the mind to the various departments of
knowledge in the world. Here the natural appetite finds gratifi­
cation, and the natural constitution, strength and vigor. Here
then is their appropriate field. The error in education is in per­
version and abuse. It has been divorced from the spiritual knowl­
edge and love of God. It has become a vast power, thoroughly
wielded for evil. The devil has been called the very personifica­
tion of cold, unsanctified intellect. Unsanctified knowledge
makes man more and more like the devil. All science should be
thoroughly mixed with grace. The mind of the pupil should be
constantly taught to see God in all his studies. History is the re­
cord of his providences. Astronomy, philosophy, and geology are
the record of his works. Language is a medium of communica­
tion with him, and a channel for the communication of his knowl­
edge and praise. A truly.devotional mind alone is qualified to
teach. Popular schools have become a hot-bed of effeminate,
worldly, and spurious religion. Refined and attractive worldli­
ness is their main feature. Subtle and deadly spiritual influences
pervade their atmosphere. Moral contamination can scarcely fail
to be the effect upon the pure spirit. Christian parenjs should
guard their children with sacred jealousy. The association of a
large number of youth away from the restraints of home, involves
elements of danger, which can only be counteracted by a decided
and positive religious influence pervading the entire school, and
infusing itself into all its workings.
Our school at Chili is based on these principles, and, therefore,
demands our cordial and earnest support, and the more so, because
there is no other school in so great a degree commanding our con­
fidence.
The prospects for the seminary are decidedly encouraging.­
Through the liberality of the church, the debt already incurred
has been nearly paid. The balance is provided for, if the sub­
scriptions already made are received. Let these be secured to
the school as soon as possible. The faculty is most hopeful for
its educational standard. The present term has opened with
about forty students. There is, however, great need of funds, to
place the school on a firmer and more successful footing. The
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building and grounds should be thoroughly fitted up and furnished;
apparatus and library provided; and the school made to command
the respect of the best students and the confidence of the com­
munity.
The church has the means. Negligence in such an enterprise
cannot be safely indulged by a spiritual church. Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. We need a thorough,
well disciplined, and above all, truly salvation school-just such
an one as Chili Seminary can be made. Let every society and ev­
ery member take hold of this enterprise with a will, with a single
eye to the glory of God, regarding, especially, with jealous care
its spiritual interests, and God will bless the work.
No. 2.-0N PIVIDING TijE CONFERENCE.
Besoloed, That in the judgment of your committee, it is inexpe­
dient at this session of the Annual Conference, to take steps for a
divisioasof the same.
No. 3.--0N TEMPERANCE.
We are sad, as we contemplate the onward march of intemper­
ance. Weare pained as we gaze upon the young and old, de­
bauched, defamed, and disgraced by intoxicatlng beverages, the
use of which lead men to eternal ruin.
Notwithstanding all the efforts that are being put forth for its
suppression, intemperance is certainly upon the increase. Crime
of every kind is committed under its incitements and influence,
murder,-treason, and theft. Pauperism and licentiousness, the
legitimate fruits of the liquor traffic are fast gaining upon us.
We have no sympathy with secret organizations got up in the
interest of Free Masonry, and coated over with temperance to
make them palatable, as a means to putdown the rum trade; we
believe that the only cure for this vile practice is salvation; that
alone will destroy it root and branch. The only organization need­
ed is the church of Christ, and if those who are disciples of the
Lord Jesus are true to their great commission, this monster iniq-
uity will soon cease from the land. .
We do not despise or undervalue civil law, or its authority.
We would labor to place and direct this by putting men in power,
who are honest from head to foot-men that are free from the
dark, damning oaths of Free Masonry, and everything else that
God hates. Therefore,
Resolved, That we will double our diligence in laboring to get
men converted to God,and by so doing, create a moral tone every­
where, in favor of temperance and prohibition.
No. 4.-0N SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
We regard the Sabbath school work among us, as of vast im­
portance, and believe that too great an interest cannot be felt up­
on the part of the church of God, in the work of instructing the
young, in the holy truths of God's word, and leading them to
14
Christ, ere sin has strengthened its hold, or the habits of vice
have fastened themselves upon them. Truth written, or impress­
ions made upon the hearts of the young, are like impressions upon
granite, abiding and lasting, and the greater portion of those who
are converted to God, are won in early years; hence, we believe,
that the field of labor among the young is rich, and full of prom­
ise, and should be entered and cultivated for God, andnot left for
wicked men and false teachers to blight and lay waste for the
devil. There is an increase of interest among us in this work, but,
still we believe, that.us a church, we are not awake to our duty
in this matter as we should be. We therefore advise,
1. That greater attention be given to this work in the future.
2. That our preachers establish Sabbath Schools wherever they
can.
3. That they procure teachers who know God.
4. That they guard against the introduction of romance and
novels, which now constitute so large a part of Sabbath .hool
literature.
5. That we will persist in our opposition to the prevalent modes
of sustaining Sabbath Schools-such as pic-nics, festivals, Christ­
mas trees, &c.
No. 5.-0N PUBLICATIONS.
The war of the Lord continues. The issue is as ever, between
the reign of Christ and anti-Christ; the armies continue together;
the crisis is approaching; error is rife j ancient Sadducecism or, in
other words, Materialism, is spreading and gaining ground j it
not only commands many pulpits, but, by the extensive circula­
tion of tracts, books, weekly and monthly papers, its peculiar te­
nets are gaining a publicity that demands attention and rebuke.
The dissemination of false doctrines, as well as the prevalence of
a worldly religion and mere churchianity, helps on the anti-Cnrist
cause. We ought to be more fully awake. Many are being de­
cieved. Knowing the power and influence that a sanctified and
pure literature has against error, moral and spiritual death, we
have, need as a church, to be more fully aroused to our publish­
ing interests j and though our church has no official organs, yet
'We regard the EARNEST CHRISTIAN and the. FREE METHODIST as
very efficient organs of the church. Therefore,
Resolved, 1. That we regard the FREE METHODIST as the purest
and most uncompromising religious paper published j. that it
meets a felt want in the church j that we are satisfied with its
management, its manager, and the place of its publication ; that
It is admirably adapted to, and indispensably connected with, OUf
ienominational interests, and should be sustained j that it is
worthy of, and shall have our prayers, patronage, and renewed
zeal for its more extensive circulation.
2. That we also regard the Earnest Christian in the same fav­
rrable light aa in the past; and will continue to aid it by our




The American Bible Socety has been in existence over half
a century, doing a great and glorious work. It has been found
that more are without the Bible than any uninformed person
would suppose could be in this country. The lack has been large­
ly suppliedby this society, and yet it continues to employ twenty­
five or thirty men in this work. We should heartily contribute
our, part. In circulating the Bible, we are spreading light and op­
posing sin.. The leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. We cannot fear the influence of the holy Scriptures, for
we know they testify of Christ. This cause presents its claims
most forcibly, and every lover of the Bible and humanity can but
heartily respond.
Reeoieed, That we will continue to co-operate with the Ameri­
can Bible Society in circulating the Holy Scriptures, especially by
taking up collections on all our charges for this object.
No. 7.-0N CLAIMS.
Receipts, $40.47.
Resolved-l. That the above amount be paid to the widow of
Rro. W. J. Selby, the only clamant.
Resolved-2. That a collection be taken on all our charges dur­
ing the coming year for the superanuated and widows' fund.
No. S.-ON MISSIONS AND MISSIONARY ApPROPRIA.TIONS.
Receipts , $227 94
Paid on appropriations of last year:
Philadelphia , $50 00
Fulton , " . . .. .. .. . .. .. 40 00
Gibson and Lindleytown .. " ., , ,. 25 00
Total.. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $115 00
Paid on appropriations this year:
A. G. Terry................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. $ 25 00
Bro. Z. Osborne...................................... 25 00
Bro. W. M. Parry.................................... 30 00
C. H. Southworth.................................... 13 33
James Mathews... , •... , ..........••.. ,.............. 19 61
Tota.l $112 94




Gibson and Lindleytown .............•.• , .
Bainbridge and Sidney ..






No. 9-.0N EXAMINING COMMITTEES FOR 1872.
Preliminary Course-G. W. Anderson, T. Whiffin.
:First Year's Course-W. Gould, W. M Parry.
Second Year's Course-E. Owen, J. Odell.
Third Year's Course-M. N. Downing, R. W. Hawkins.
Fourth Year's Course-J. B. Freeland, B. Winget.
No. 10.-0N MEMOIRS.
Elias Bowen was born in Warwick, Mass., June 6, 1791. When
he was a young boy, his father, a farmer, moved with his family
to Sennett, N. Y., near Auburn.
At the age of twelve, he and a brother two years older were con­
verted, and for a time lived in the enjoyment of religion. He was
reclaimed, when twenty-one years of age, under the labors of a
Congregational minister, but did not connect himself with that
church.
Shortly after, he went to Providence, Conn., to his oldest broth­
er's, and found him and wife members of the M. E. Church. Nev­
er having known anything of the Methodists, except by report, he
was so much prejudiced against them as to tell his brother, that
had he found them dead he would not have felt worse. Being·
urged to hear the Methodists for himself, he consented, and went
to hear three preachers. The last one,Marvin Richardson, he was
so much pleased with, that he wept to find such a talented young
man throwing himself away in that manner.
After hearing Richardson a number of times, he felt it his duty
to join them,which he did on the 25th of April,1813, and received
from them license to preach. He joined the traveling connection,
June 15, 1814.
He was married to Abigail Birdseye, of Sauquoit, January 3,
1821.
In 1834, the death of his oldest boy caused him to seek a deeper
work of grace in his heart j which he did, and he lived in its enjoy­
ment until his death. A short time before he died, on being
asked if it was all bright ahead, he replied," Yes;" then, lifting
his hands, said, "Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, for His good-
ness to me! .
He was prominently before the Methodist public for over fifty
years. His piety, his devotion to the work of God, and his high
order of talent, obliged him to take, at an early age, much against
his will, responsible appointments.
He was elected delegate to the General Conferencc seven times,
and at one period was strongly urged to become a candidate for
the Episcopacy.
In the anti-slavery struggle, he took a decided stand in favor of
the oppressed. He was one of the very small minority who voted,
in the General Conference, against the resolutions censuring
Orange Scott for lecturing against slavery, and condemning the
anti-slavery movement generally. These resolutions, as found in
the General Conference Journal for 1836, read as follows:
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"Resoh'ed, by the delegates of the Annual Conference assembled: 1, That,
they disapprove, in the most unqualified sense, the conduct-of two members of
the General Conference, who, are reported to have lectured in this city recently,
upon and in favor of modern abolitionism,
"2. Resolved, That they are deciedly opposed to modern abolitionism, and
Wholly disclaim any right, wish or intention to interfere in the civil and polit­
ical relation between master and slave, as it exists in the slave-holding States
of this Union."
The resolutions passed by the decided vote of 122 for, and 14
against the second. Dr. Bowen, in each case, voted with the mi­
l}ority.
At a Quarterly Meeting, some two years ago, he was greatly
blessed; and told the people that he had been a Free Methodist
for fifty years and over-that they were the people that he origi­
nally joined, and if they were willing to recognize him as such, he
should like to have a place among them, in name, as well as in re­
ality. It is needless to add that he was cordially received. The
subsequent fall, he was admitted into theSusquehanna Confer­
ence of the Free Methodist Church. He did not take an appoint­
ment, but labored efficiently in holding Quarterly Meetings as his
strength permitted. By his wise counsels, and his decided stand
in favor of carrying out the Discipline of the Church, he contribu­
ted very greatly toward bringing that Conference to its present
state of harmony and efficiency.
Few men wielded a more vigorous and powerful pen than Dr.
Bowen. His numerous contributions to religious periodicals wer�
always on important subjects, and always clear and to the point.
He wrote, because he had something to say, and he said it well
and strong.
His last literary work, was writing a Hi8tory of the Originof tlLe
Free Methodist Church. He was one of the most kind and ten­
der-hearted men in every-day life. He was deeply beloved by his
friends, and children hailed his presence with delight. His piety
was deep, uniform, and consistent. A good man and a prince in
Israel has gone to his reward.
OONF. ROLL, AND PREACHER'S P. O. ADDRESS.
Year of Admission to
full Connection. Name. Post Office. (Jounty. State.
1862. J. Olney Chittenango, Madison Co., N. Y.
1863. M. N. Downing Rose Valley, Wayne" "
W. Gould Allentown, Lehigh" Pa.
1865. J. B. Stacy West Webster, Monroe " N. Y.
Z. Osborne Philadelphia,---- Pa.
1866. J. Odell Saratoga Springs Saratoga " N. Y.
M. J. McDougall Frankfort, Herkimer "
1867. W. M. Parry " Elizabeth City, N. J.
N. Atkins Smithville, Madison " N. Y.
B. Winget Cortland, Cortland "
J. B. Freeland .....••.. , .North Chili, Monroe H ff
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{8GS. S. H. Branson Uniondale, RUflfllwhanna" Pa ..
J. \V. Sawyer Gibson, Steuben " N. Y.
G. "\V. Anderson Utica, Oneida "
18()O. ROwen, Home, "
'V. Si'luthwort.h Fulton, Oswego "
J. Glen ... No. GS:3, 3d Ave., South Brooklyn, Long Island.
A. F. Curry .410 West 29th St. New York Citv.
T. Whiffin Bushnell's Basin, Monroe Co., N. Y.
G. Edwards " 'iVindham Centre, Greene 'I
D. Dempsey Nelson, Madison "
1870. G. R. Harvey Wilkesbarre, Luzerne Pa.
R. \-V. Hawkins Columbia Farm, Venango
T. A. Ross. " , .. Riverhead, Suffulk, L. I., N. Y.
C. H. Southworth Binghamton, Broome
1871. G. E, Ferrin Symrua, Chenango "
W. II. Steegar Syracuse, Onondaga
J. Guyon Beach Pond, Wayne U Pa,
A. G. Terry Hancock, Deleware " N. Y.
W. W. Warner Columbia Farm, Venango" Pa.
Admitted on Trial.
1870. L. Kelly Pen Yan, Yates " N. Y.
R. Coons Breakabeen, Schoharie
O. M. Owen Rome, Oneida "
W. \iV. Dickson Lansinburg, Rensselaer "
A. \Y. Paul , North Cohocton, Steuben "
LOCAL PnEACHERS.
Name. Post Office. Oounty. State.
A. Campville* Catasaqua, Lehigh Co., Pa.
O. V. Kettels ' .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. .. ." ".,
L. H. Robinson " .•...Black River, Jefferson " N. Y.
O. H. Howe Keiserkill, Schoharie
O. W. Young .. ; EastBchuyler, Herkimer "
J. Osmun " Ithaca, Tompkins
A. B. Burdick] Grafton, Rensselaer "
Note.-The above are acting as supplies under Chairmen.
Jno. Carver] Susquehanna, Susqehannau "
H. Overing 1.024 Moore St., Philadelphia,
W. B. Bertels , Wilkesbarre, Luzerne CO'I
Asa Pembleton " " .. .. .. .." ""
Leonard Bell .
Seth Bronn] Monticello, Liberty
L. A. Baldwinf : .Beach Pond,Wayne
Geo. Brazee Harvard, Delaware




B. F. Stoutenburg Binghamton, Broome " N. Y.
G. S. Severson." Campville, Tioga "
W. M. Sullivan Ithaca, Tompkins "
Geo. Eakins 222 E 39th St., New York,---'-





J. A Somerville \Vaterbury----
H. Ferrill......................... " ----
H. A. Crouch Kane City. Venango
C. W. Stevens " North Chili, Monroe
J. Ranaus " " Emaus, Lehigh
H. Reinsmith........................" "
L. L. Barrett " Alton, "Wayne
iih
Barrett Rose, "
( Willard" Union Hill, Monroe
. Brown+ " Utica, Oneida
Jas. Downend''{o...................... " "
A. L. Halhday" Otselic, Chenango
Jno. Benedict." Plymouth, c.
D. Colgrove* Edmeston, Otsego
D. Walling South Hartwick, "
D. D. White : Brookfield, Madison
Jno Wordhull Rome, Oneida
B. A. Inman................... . . . . . "
Lewis R. Hough Windham Centre, Greene
E. Pettys " .. " Bainbridge, Chenango
D. Barlow Windham Centre, Greene
J. Fulford Fayettville, Onondaga
A. J. Cady .. " Canandaigua. Ontario
C. H. Austin] Ill ion, Herkimer
H. S. Bronson ..x- ••••••••••••••••••••Erieville, Madison
F. Mason........................ "
D. Dexter Black River, Jefferson
Note.-Those marked thus= are in Local Deacon's Orders; those marked













HELD AT WEST KENDALL, ORLEANS COUNTY, N. Y.,
Sept. 21, 22, 23, 24 and 26, 1871.
Conference called at 9 o'clock, A. M., by the President, B.
T. Roberts. Opened by singmg, reading of the Scriptures,
and prayer.
The roll was called, and 24 of the preachers responded to
their names, 12 lay delegates presented their certificates.
Rev. 11. C. Burritt was elected Secretary, and Rev. W.
Jackson, Assistant.
The following Committees were appointed:
COMMITTEES.
On Public Worship-J. W. Reddy, G. W. Holmes.
On Missions-A. F. Curry, J. Grisewood, C. D. Brooks.
On Sunday Schools-oW. Manning, F. J. Ewell, G. W.
Marcellus, E. P. Sellew, A. S. Willett, L. E. Chase, P. H.
Curtis, J. Grisewood.
On Claims-G. W. Coleman, P. H. Curtis, L. Wood, W.
Jones, L. E. Chase.
On Bible Cause-L. Wood, A. H. Greene, G. W. Barney.
On Education-A. Abell, A. F. Curry, G. W, Coleman,
13. T, Roberts, C, B. Essex.
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On Temperance-G. W. Humphrey, G. W. Marcellus, A.
S.Willett, J. Robinson.
On Publications-C. D. Brooks, A. F. Curry, P. Vanzile.
'l'o Publish Minutes-M. C. Burritt, W. Jackson.
To collect Funds forMinutes-W. Jones, G. "V. Humphrey.
On Secret Societies=-K, F. Curry, C. D. Brooks, W. H.
Parker.
STANDING COMMITTEES.
COMMITTEES OF EXAMINATION ON COURSE OF STUDY.
Preliminarg-G. W. Humphrey, T. B. Catton.
First Year-F. J. Ewell, C. D. Brooks.
Second Year-Amos F. Curry, M. C. Burritt.
Third Year-G. W. Coleman, Wm. Manning.
Fourth Yea1'-Levi Wood, G. W. Marcellus.
TO SECURE A LEGAL INCORPORATION OF THE F. :U. CHURCH.
B. T. Roberts.
DISOIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of the Preachrrs and Delegates hav­
ing a seat in this Conference?
Preaf:;.hers-B. T. Roberts, A. F. Curry, J. W. Reddy, E.
Herrick, A. Abell, L. Wood, C. D. Brooks, J. C. Thomas, O.
O. Bacon, W. Manning, G. W. Humphrey, A. H. Greene,
G. W. Marcellus, W. Jones, H. Hornsby, W. Jackson, G.
W. Coleman, J. W. McAlpine, F. J. Ewe11, M. E. Brown,
1. C. White, r. B. Catton, M. C. Burritt, J. Robinson, E.
P. Sellew, A. A. Burgess, A. B. Mathewson.
Delegates-P. H. Curtis, P. Vanzile, G. W. Holmes, G.
Hammond, W. Hibbard, A. C. Hill, G. H. Goodenough, L.
E. Chase, W. H. Parker, B. Welch, E. 1'homas, J. Grise­
wood, P. P. Fullington, G. W. Barney, J. Monroe, C. B.
Essex, A. S.Willett, Dewey Tefft, M. Vanocker, N. A. Ben­
nett, Anthony Ames.
2. Who are the Stationing Committee ?-B. T. Roberts,
J. W. Reddy, C. D. Brooks, Asa Abell, W. Manning, G.
W. Holmes, G. H. Goodenough, J. Monroe, N. A. Bennett.
3. What preachers are admitted on trial ?-Geo. H. Jos1yn.
4. H7w remain. on trial ?-A. N. Moore, S. K. J. Ches­
brough, W. H. Trerise, C. O. Eggleston.
5. lnw are admitted into full connection ?-None.
6. 117w Gre the Deacons ?-E. P. S6111ew, A. A, Burgess,
A. B. Mathewson, S. K. J. Chesbrough.
7. lT7w have been elected and ordained Elders this year?­
Jno. Robinson.
8. �Yho have located this year ?-None.
9. Who are the superosmuated 01' uiorn-out preaeliers r H.
Hornsby, E. Herrick.
10. lrho. have been expelled?-None.
11. Who have withdrawn ?-None.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life and converso­
tion ?-Thoir names were-all called, 'and their characters sep­
arately examined and passed.
13. lY!w have died this year?- None.
14. lYhat is the number of church members; etc. ?-(See
Statistics. )
15. Tl7wt amounts are necessary f01' the superoauuuited.
preachers, and the widows and orphans ofpreachers, etc.?
16. TiVhat has been collected on the f01'egoing accounts, and
how has it been appZz'ed? (See Report on Claims.)
17. H7zere are the preachers stationed this year'? (See Ap­
dointments.)
18. H7wre and when shall our next Conference be held?
At Rushford, Allegany Co., N. Y., on the third Wednesday
in September, 1872.
�PPOltVTMENT8.
GE�ESEE DISTRICT.-L. WOOD, Glwi1'man.
Rochester.. G. W. Humphrey..
Parma, Clarkson and Chili. J. W. Reddy, VY. H. 'I'rerise.
Kendall.. , , ;G. "Y. Marcellus.
�eden and Brockport E. P. Sellew.
Albion and Gaines ,. "
_
, W. Jackson.
Yates and Carlton M. E. Brown.
German Mission J. C. Thomas.
A. Abell and L. Wood, Conference Evangelists.
BUFFALO DISTRICT.-G. W. COLEMAN, Chairman:
Buffalo S. K. J. Chesbrough,
Lockport, Pendleton and Newfane A. B. Mathewsoli.
Porter and Wilsou G. \V. Coleman.
'Tonawanda, Pekin and Cayuga Creek G. H. Joslyn.
Akron and Alden J. \V. M'Alpin.
WYOMING DISTRIC'r.-A. ABELL, Chairman.
Perry and Burke Hill F. J. Ewell.
\'Vales and West Falls A. A. Burgess.
Java '.' , A. If. Greene.
G_esville '1'0 be supplied.
Mt Morris and Groveland................... " "
Leroy! Greigsville and Bethany ...•.............. Jno. Robinson.
ALLEGANY DISTRICT.-C. D. BROOKS, Chai1"fl1an.
Almond A. F. Curry,
Gowanda and Collins A. N. Moore.
Otto \V. Manning.
Belmont, Pikeville and Caseville , , T. B. Catton.
Rushford, Caneadea and Centerville J. C. White,
Allegany , '" " , .0. O. Bacon.
Yorkshire and Cadiz M. C. Burritt.
Knappe' Creek , C. C. Eggleston.
Chant Co. Mission , " , " '" C. D. Brooks.
\Y. Jones' appointment left with Gen. Sup't.
8T A Tl8Tt08
CHARGES.
Java and Gainesville 11
Akron und Alden. . . . . .. . .
Buffalo .
Rochester .
Perry and Burk Hill. .
Gowanda and Collins .
Tonawanda and M. Road. . .
Mt, Morris, Leroy, etc .
Knapps Creek, etc .
Yates and Carlton .
'Vales andWest Falls .
Cadiz and Yorkshire .
Rushford and Caseville .
Allegany .
Albion and Gaines .
Porter and Newfane.. . .
Belmont and Pikeville .
Lookport and Pendleton. . .
Kendall .
Pauma and Clarkson. : .
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The following resolution, which has governed our practice
for the past two years was re-adopted.
Resolved, That in the examination of character, the preachers
are repuested to remain, unless a vote is necessary to decide their
relation.
In view of the fact that some of the preachers in submit­
ting their reports of receipts, had not added thereunto a rea­
sonable amount for rent of parsonages occupied by them, it
was ordered by the Conf., that each preacher should add to
his report of receipts, the rent of the parsonage.
H. Hornsby, and E. Herrick, were continued in the super­
annuated relation.
C. C. Eggleston having requested that his Chairman
might be appointed to examine him on that part of.the course
of study in which he is deficient, in the first years' course at
the Second General Quarterly meeting of his district, his
request was granted. A like provision was also made in
the case of W. H. Trerise,
George Stover, a local preacher on the Wyoming District,
having been expelled from the ministry and mem hership of
the F. M. Church, by the Quarterly Conference. on charges
of falsehood or misrepresentation, contumacy, and inveighing
against the preacher in charge, and hewing appealed from the
decision to the Quarterly Conference, his appeal was enter­
tained. Rev. J. W. Reddy appeared as counsel for the ap­
pellant, and Bros. F. J. Ewell, and J. Grisewood were
appointed counsel for the Quarterly Conference. After
hearing the case, the Conference reversed the decision of the
lower court, by a vote of 23 to 12. Those members of
Conference who voted on the case in Quarterly Conference,
were excused from voting on it here.
A. G. Terry was transferred to the Susquehanna Confer­
ence, Jas. Mathews to the Illinois, and W. R. Cusick to the
Michigan Conference.
The following preamble and resolution submitted by L.
Wood, was adopted by a unanimous vote of the Conference.
Whereas, Our General 00nferellce did, at its last session, form
and adopt what purports to be a law, commonly spoken of as the
H New Rule," couched in the following words: .• When a
member of our church wilfully neglects to attend the means of
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grace, or to assist in promoting the cause of God in the society to
which he belongs, the preacher may, with the consent of the offi­
cial board, pronounce him withdrawn. [See New Dis., P 86,]
Therefore,
Resolved, That we advise each and everymember of this Confer­
ence to refrain from executing said" Rule;" and we also recom­
mend the next General Conference to order it expurged from our
book of Discipline, as being unconstitutional, and therefore invalid.
The Conference considered the following amendment to the
General RUles, recommended by the last General Confer­
ence, and to become law, as soon as three-fourths of the
members of all the Annual Conferences shall concur therein.
After the words C( softness and needless self-indulgence," on
page 31, New Di�., add the.following: "Especially snuffing, chew­
ing or smoking tobacco, for the gratification of a depravedappetite."
After some discussion, the vote was taken by yeas and
nays as follows:
Yeas-Ministers: B. T. Roderts, A. F. Curry, J. W.
Reddy, E. Herrick, O. D. Brooks, W. Jones, W. Jackson,
G. W. Coleman, J. W. McAlpine, F. J. Ewell, I. C. White,
M. C. Berrett, Jno. Robinson, E. P. Sellew, A. B. Mathew­
son; 15.
Laymen: G. W. Holmes, G. W. Goodenough, Lewis F.
Chase, W. H. Parker, B. Welch, Enoch Thomas, Parmeno
P. Fullington; total, 22.
Nays-Ministers: A. Abell, Levi Wood, J. C. Thomas,
O. O. Bacon, W. Manning, G. W. Humphrey, A. H. Greene,
G. W. Marcellus, M. E. Brown, T. B. Catton, A. A. Bur­
gess; 11.
Laymen: P. H. Curtis, P. Vanzile, G. Hammond, W.
Hibbard, A. L. Hill, J. Grisewood, G. W. Ranny, Jesse
Monroe, O. B. Essex, A. S. Willett, Dewey Tefft, Milo Van­
ocker, N. A. Bennett, A. Ames, 14; total, 25.
Recapitulation. Yeas-Ministers, 15; Laymen, 7; to­
tal, 22.
Nays-Ministers, 11; Laymen, 14; total, 25-majorityof
nays, 3.
A collection of $8.75 for stationary, etc., was taken.
A collection of $26.00 was taken, to make up the amount
of Missionary money necessary to meet the appropriations of
last year.
The following resolution was submitted and unanimously
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adobted by those members of the Conference who voted
nay, on the amendment to the General Rules, authorizing
the insertion of an item on the use of tobacco.
Wheras, Our action on the Tobacco question is liable to be
misapprehended and misrepresented, so as to leave an impression
that our action was in favor of using tobacco j we, therefore,
affirm that such a conclusion is wholly illogical, and such repre­
sentation wholly false. Our action does not embody the moral
character of the practice itself, but simply involves the question of
expediency as to the addition to the .General Rules-nearly every
one of us being decidedly opposed to the use of the weed in any
form. Our action is wholly prudential, and does not involve the
abstract use of tobacco in it& moral aspects. We earnestly plead
with all our members to wholly abstain from its use.
B. T. Roberts, A. F. Curry, Levi Wood, G. W. Humph­
rey, W. Jackson, A. Abell and C. D. Brooks; were appointed
delegates to N. Y., State Convention of the "Christian
Association opposed to Secret Societies" to meet in Roch­
ester, Nov. 28, 1871, as provided in the report of the Com­
mittee on Secret Societies, and G. W. Humphrey was author­
ized to give certificates to the above persons, and also all
others of our people who may find it convenient to attend
the Convention.
The Minutes were ordered to be published in connection
with those of the Fall Conferences.
The Secretaries and the President were appointed a
committee to appoint committees of examination on the course
of study for next year.
The following was adopted by the Conference by a rising
vote.
Resolved, That we express our hearty thanks to the citizens of
West Kendale and vicinity for the kind and hospitable manner
in which we have been entertained by them during the Session
of this Conference.
The following were appointed members of S. S. Board as
provided in the Report on S. S., G. W. Humphrey, S. K.
J. Chesbrough, F. J. Ewell, W. Manning.: P. H. Curtis,
Tristram Corliss, M. N. Velzy, W. A. Sellew, S. K. J.
Chesbrough, Corresponding Secretary, and he was also ap·
pointed to preach the sermon on the subject of S. Schools, at our
next session.
Rev-. L. Wood, was asked by the Conference to furnish a
copy of the sermon preached by him on Sabbath evening, on
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the subject of the Christian Ministry, for publication in The
Free Methodist.
The annual sermon on the subject of Sunday Schools, was
preached by Rev. G. W. Marcellus, on Friday, at 2 1·2 P. M.
Text, Deut. xxxi. 12, 13: "Gather the people together,
men, women and children, and thy stranger that is within
thy gates; that they may hear, and that they may fear the
Lord your God, and observe to do all the words of this law."
The sermon was full of interest, and very suggestive as to
methods of promoting an interest in the Sunday School.
The sermon was followed by short speeches and exhorta­
tions on the general subject by Bros. Gould, Chesbrough,
Curry and others. Altogether, the meeting was veryen­
couraging and profitable.
Religious services were held every afternoon and evening
of the Conference, at which sermons were preached by Bros.
Gould and Freeland, of Susquehanna Conference, I. C.
White, W. Manning, and A. Abell, of Genesee. The last
named preached on Saturday, at 2 1-2 P. M., in accordance
with a vote of last year, a semi-centennial sermon-having
completed fifty years in the itinerancy during the past sum­
mer. The sermon was founded on Mark xvi. 20: "And they
went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working with
them and confirming the word with signs following."
B. T. Roberts, the General Superintendent, preached at
11 A. M. Sabbath morning, at the close of the Conference
love-feast. After which, the sacrament of the Lord's Supper
was administered. Rev. A. F. Curry preached in the after­
noon, at the conclusion of which Rev. Jno. Robinson was
ordained an Elder. Rev. L. Wood preached in the evening.




The Committee on Sabbath Schools would respectfully report
as follows:
We recommend the re-adoption of the report of last year, (see
page 26 of Conf. Min. for 1870,) with the exception of the fifth item,
which shall read thus:
That it be the duty of themembers of the Board of eachDistrict,
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to visit each charge in their District, and as far as possible to stir
up our people on the sebject of Sunday Schools, address the
children, and aid in establishing new schools where it can be done.
And that it be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary to cor­
respond with the other members of the Board, and to exercise
general supervision of the S. S. work among us throughout the
Conference.
No.2-ON RAISING FUNDS '1'0 PUBLISH MINUTES.
The Committee report $25.25 received.
No.3-ON MISSIONS.
Whole amount received, $272.50. Divided as follows: Knapps'
Creek and Farmers' Valley, $100; Rochester, $75; Money for­
warded by B. T. R, $57; Deficiency of last year, $40.50.
ApPROPRIATION FOR 1872.
Resolved, That we will raise the coming year, $400 for mission­
ary purposes, to be divided as follows: Knapps' Creek and Far­
mers' Valley, $100; Chautauqua.Co. Mission, $100. The remain­
der to be appropriated at the discretion of the next Conference.
No. 4.-0N EDUCATION.
Every enlightened people must take a deep interest in the
education of the young. 'I'he importance and benefits thereof are
too obvious to need reiteration. The fact has taken hold on the
minds of the people, and facilities to store the mind with useful
knowledge, abound on every hand. But with the Christian parent
there is a felt want of the right moral influence being exerted
upon his child, even in most of the professedly religions schools
of the land. To provide for the want-to furnish a place where
a healthy religious influence can be exerted upon the students,
and where the Christian youth can feel that real religion does not
pass at a heavy discount, our school at Chili was instituted. We are
able to report the property free from a11 incumbran ce, and reli­
able subscriptions sufficient to cover all the expenditures made up
to the present time. Funds are still needed to properly furnish
the building, procure apparatus, and increase the library, &c. The
present term of the school is progressing successfully, with about
fifty scholars and the prospects for the future are auspicious.
We commend this school to all our people, and the community
at large, as worthy of their confidence, patronage, and support, and
we pledge ourselves to do what we can, to insure its continued and
permanent success.
No. 5.-0N TEMPERANCE.
The evils of intemperance still abound in our midst. Thou­
sands of our fellow beings are annually destroyed, and it is to be
feared that we, as Christians, and Christian ministers, are nor
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sufficiently alive to the responsibility that rests upon us. Do we
in our preaching, strongly enforce the teaching of God's word up­
on this destructive viee, remembering that God has pronounced a.
curse upon those who handle his word deceitfully. 0, brethren in
the ministry, brethren in the laity, let us arouse ourselves to a
more earnest struggle against this enemy of God and man, and by
our preaching, and our infinence, and our votes, protest against
the horrible traffic of intoxicating drinks.
The following table is furnished by Dr. Young, chief of the
Bureau of Statistics at Washington, and is an estimate of the
sales of liquors in the United States, during the fiscal year, ending
June 30,1871 :
Whiskey, 60,0(}0,000 gallons at $6 retail, $360,000,000
Imported spirits, 2,500,000 gallons, at retail, 25,000,000
Imported wine, 10,700,000 gallons,' at $5 retail, 53,500,000
Ale, beer, and porter, 65,000,000 bbls., at $20 retail, - 130,000,000
Native brandies, wines, cordials, quantity unknown,
estimated value, 31,500,000
Total $600,000,000
As a proof of the correctness of the above it may be stated that
during the last fiscal year the receipts from retail liquor dealers
who paid $25 each for license, amounted to $3,650,000, indicating
that there were 146,000 retailers of liquors in the United States;
by including those who escaped paying license fees, estimated at
4,000, the number is increased to 150,000, who on an average, sold
at least $4,000 worth of liquors each, making $600,000,000 as be­
fore stated. These figures are sufficiently startling and need no
exaggeration. Six hundred millions of dollars! The minds of
few persons can comprehend this vast sum which is worse than
wasted every year. Increasing taxation and filling our prisons
and lunatic asylums, making widows and orphans, by the tens of
thousands, destroying the manhood and lives of our fellow beings;
augmenting the countless crowd who are pressing to the perdi­
tion of ungodly men; for no drunkard can inherit the kingdom
of God.
Heaven expects that every man will do his duty.
No. 6.-0::\ THE BIBLE CAUSE.
To the members of Genesee Conference of the Free Methodut
Ch1l?'ch,'
Your committee on the Bible cause beg leave to report the
following for your adoption:
We, as a Conference, recognize the validity, integrity, and utility
of the American Bible Society, and will heartily co-operate with
the agents of the same whenever any of them may visit our fields
of labor, and we will, each one, who may have charge of a circuits,
see that a collection for this cause is taken at each appointment in
our several circuits respectively. Any moneys thus collected we
will pay over to the agent, transmit to the Bible House in New
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York, or bring up to our next Annual Session, as may be most
convenient, taking care to report all moneys so collected in our
statistical report, at our next Annual Session.




Albion .. , " , " .
West Falls and Wales : .






Total :. . . . . . . . .' $88 44
No. 7.-0N PERIODICALS.
"Ve regard our periodicals of primary importance to the church
of our choice, as most efficient agencies in promoting the interest
of our work, almost, if not quite indispensable to our success. We
see no necessity of making any invidious distinctions between
the Earnest Ohristian and the FREE METHODIsT-they are both
alike pre-eminently good. They ought to be in all our families
and largely circulated beyond our borders. We pledge ourselves
as a Conference, collectively and individually, to use our utmost
endeavor to have it so.
Resolved, That we highly appreciate the magnanimit.y of Bro.
Mackey in assumingthe indedtedness of the FREE METHODIST
and continuing its publication at so great a sacrifice of labor and
money, and that we will do what we can to lighten his burdens,
strengthen his hands, and cheer his heart in his labor of love..
No. 8.-0N SECRET SOCIETIES.
The committee on secret societies report as follows: We regard
our position as a church, in reference to secret societies as emi­
nently right, clearly scriptural, and manifestly in keeping with
the highest interests of humanity. We deem it to be advisable
that all of our preachers inform themselves in reference to these
secret abominations, and that they, on all proper occasions,
testify against them. We recommend that special pains be taken
by us, as a people, to circulate the Chri8tian Cynolmre, Bernards'
Expose of Free Masonary, &c., and that four or more delegates be
appointed by this body to the State Anti-Seeret Society Conven­
tion, which is to convene at Rochester, Nov. 28, 1871.
B. T. Roberts, A. F. Curry, L. 'Wood, G. W. Humphrey, C. D.
Brooks and A. Abell, were the delegates appointed.
No.9-ON CLAIMS.
The committee on claims reported $100 received, which was or­







HELD AT SPRING ARBOR, MICHIGAN,
Commencing Sept. 28th, 1871.
The Conference assembled at 10 o'clock, A. M., Rev. B.
T. Roberts presiding.
Thirty minutes were devoted to religious services, con­
ducted by L. J. Francisco.
The President ordered the roll to be called, to which ten
preachers responded. Eighteen lay delegates were admitted
to seats in the Conference.
OOMMITTEES.
On Publ£c WO'rship-A. V. Leonardson, and E. P. Hart.
On Educat£on-B. T. Roberts, E. P. Hart, J. Ellison, D.
W. Tinkham, E. T. Pettys, C. S. Gitchell, and C. Mattice.
On.Publications-L. J. Francisco, B. R. Jones, and D.
W. Tinkham.
On Sunday Schools-L. J. Francisco, J. C. Wales, and
Caleb Ash.
On 7'emperance-J. A. Wilson, Edward Mathews, and A.
Bradfield.
On Jlft'ss£ons-John Ellison, E. P. Hart, Jacob Leisenring,
and J. Vickery.
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On Oollecti.ng Funds for Minutes-Elllsworth Leonardson,
and Wm. James.
On .....i1femoirs-L. J. Francisco, John Ellison, and E. P.
Hart.
On Secret Societies-,-E. P. Hart, C. T. Gitchell, D. 'V.
Tinkham, and J. C. Wales.
To Appoint Examiners on COU1'se of Study-E. P. Hart,
and John Ellieon.
CONFERENCE EXAMINING COMMITTEE.
Preliminary Course-Ira Bell, L. T. Frink.
First Year-B. R. Jones, E. Mathews.
Second Year-L. J. Francisco, J. Ellison.
Third Year-C. S. Gitchell, A. V. Leonardson.
Fourth Year-E. P. Hart, J. A. Wilson.
DISOIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
l. What are the names of the preachers and delegates having
a seat in this Conference?
Preachers-E. P. Hart, John Ellison, J. A. Wilson, C. S.
Gitchell! Russel Wilcox, L. T. Frink, H. L. Jones, A. V.
Leonardson, W. D. Bishop, H. Sawyer, B. R. Jones, W. H.
James, Edward Mathews, W. R. Cusick, J. G. Witham, L.
J. Francisco, E. E. Miller, Anson Omens, and G. A. Olmsted.
Delegates-D. W. Tinkham, A. Bradfield, C. W. Butter­
field, Joseph Corbet, George Linn, E. Z. Parker, Henry
Frain, Caleb Ash, G. A. Olmsted, Charles Mattice, William
Mackay, Lyman Parker, Jacob Leisening, Thomas Palm, J.
C. Wales, E. T. Pettys, J. Wakefield, ·William Pemberton,
J. T. Gates, J. Vickery, Charles Pratt, Joseph Jones, and
Nathan C. Bates.
2. Who are the stationing committee ?-B. T. Roberts, E.
P. Hart, John Ellison, D. W. Tinkham, and E. T. Pettys.
3. Who are admitted on trial? Charles Cusick, William
Mabbs, and Scott Marshall.
4. Who remain on trial1-1. W. Bell, Ellsworth Leon­
ardson, C. F. Irish, and C. H. Sage.
5. Who are admitted into full connection ?-Anson Omens,
E. E. Miller, ·G. A. Olmsted, and S. Roberts.
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6. Who aTe the deacons ?--H. Sawyer, G. H. Compton,
B. R. Jones, E. Mathews, W. H. James, E. E. Miller,* and
William Mabbs.*
7. Who have been elected and ordained elders this year ?­
A. V: Leonardson, and Septer Roberts.
9. Who are the niperannuated or worn out preachers ?-H.
L. Jones.
12. Are all the preachers blameless, etc. ?-Their characters
were passed after due examination.
13. Who have died this year?-R. D. Howe.
14. TVhat is the number of church members ?-See table of
statistics.
17. Where are the preachers stationed this year ?-See ap­
pointment of preachers.
18. Where and when shall our next Conference be held 1-
At Delta, Fulton County, Ohio, commencing on the fourth
Wednesday of September, 1872.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.
ORDINATIONS.-On Sunday, October 1st, E. E. MiJler, and
Wm. Mabbs* were ordained deacons after the morning ser­
vice, by the president.
A. V. Leonardson, and Septer Roberts were ordained el·
del'S at the close of the afternoon services, by the imposition
of the hands of B. T. Roberts and those of other elders.
INTRODUCTIONs.-Rev. W. Gould, of the Susquehanna
Conference Free Methodist Church, and Joseph Bittle, Scott
Marshall, and E. M. Town were invited to honorary seats in
the Conference.
TRANSFERS.
W. W. Warner was transferred to the Susquehanna. Con­
ference.
C. P. Miller was transferred to the Kansas Conference.
*This year.




On motion made at the Saturday morning session, it was
ordered that the Conference proceed to consider the proposed
change of the general rule respecting the use of tobacco.­
After a brief discussion, the roll was called-those in favor
of adopting the proposed change answering yea; those op­
posed, nay--with the following result: Ministers, yeas 17;
nays none. Laymen, yeas 20; nays, none, which included
every member present.
By request of Conference, the president submitted the
question of the proposed change of discipline with respect to
placing the general superintendency under the restrictive
rules. Those favoring the change voted yea, those opposed
nay, with the following result:
Ministers, yeas 14; nays 2. Laymen, yeas 14; nays,
none. Absent ministers 4; laymen 7.
DETAILS OF THE VOTES ON GENERAL CONF. QUESTIONS.
For the new clause in our general rules on tobacco using:
_Ministers voting Yea-A. V. Leonardson, J. A. Wilson,
C. S. Gitchell J. Ellison, H. Sawyer, E. P. Hart, B. R.
Jones, W. H. James, E. Matthews, J. G. Witham, L. J.
Francisco, L. T. Frink, G. H. Cumpton, Anson Omens, E. E.
Miller, G. A. Olmsted, and S. Roberts.
Laymen voting Yea-A. Bradfield, D. W. Tinkham, C.
W. Butterfield, J. Corbet, G. Linn, E. L. Parker, H. Frain,
C. Ash, W. Mackay, J. Leisenring, J. C. Wales, E. '.P. Pettys,
J. Wakefield, W. Pemberton, J. T. Gates, J. Vickery, N.
Bates, C. Pratt, and C. Mattice.
Ministers voting Nay-None. Laymen, none.
Refusing to vote-None.
Absent Ministers-R. Wilcox, H. L. Jones, and W. R.
Cusick.
N. B.--Neither of these attended this Conference.
Laymen-L. Parker, and T. Palm.
ON THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENCY.
Ministers voting for the proposed amendment-Yeas: A.
V. Leonardson, J. A. Wilson, C. S. Gitchell, J. Ellison, H.
Sawyer, E. P. Hart, B. R. Jones, W. H. James, E. Mathews,
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L. J. Francisco, L. T. Frink, A. Omens, E. E. Miller, and
S. Roberts.
Agaillst-Nays: J. G. Witham, and G. A. Olmstead.
Laymen. for Yeas-A. Bradfield, D. W. Tinkham, C. W.
Butterfield, E. L. Parker, C. Ash, C. Mattice, W. Mackay,
J. C. Wales, E. T Pettys, J. Wakefield, W. Pemberton, J.
T. Gates, J. Vickery, and N. Bates.
Nays-None.
Absent jiinisters-R. Wilcox, H. L. Jones, W. R. Cusick,
and G. H. Compton.
N. B.-The first three did not attend this Conference;
the last had gone home.
Laymen-J. Corbett, G. Linn, H. Frain, L. Parker, J.
Leisenring, T. Palmer, and C. Pratt, who had left for home
previous to the taking of the vote.
RESOLUTIONS.
1. Resolved,-That E. P. Hart be authorized to forward a copy
of the report on Secret Societies to the Christian Cyno8ure for
publication.
2. Resolved,-That we will take up a collection at each of our
appointments to purchase tracts published at the Earnest Chris­
tian office, and tracts on tobacco, to circulate in our respective
charges.
3. Resolved,-That the secretary be requested to forward a sy­
nopsis of Conference proceedings to the Jackson Citizen and De-
troit Tribune.
.
4. Resolved,-That our minutes be published in connection with
those of such other Conferences as concur therewith.
5. Resolved,-That we tender to the inhabitants of this com­
munity, our sincere thanks for their hospitality to the members
of this body during its present annual session; also, to the trus­
tees of the church in which wa have been permitted to meet. By
rising vote.
'
6. Resolved,-That the committee on memoirs be requested to
prepare a memoir of Bro. R. D. Howe for publication in the
minutes.
7. Resolioed,-That but one chairman be appointed to Coldwater
and Toledo Districts.
RECOMMENDATIONS.
By recommendation of the Quarterly. Conference of Toledo
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District, Michigan Conference, Wm. Mabbs was received on
trial.
Charles Cusick, being duly recommended by the Quarterly
Conference of the Grand Rapids District, was admitted on
trial.
By recommendation of the chairman of Grand Rapids Dis­
trict, G. A. Olmsted was received in full connection from the
Michigan Conference of the Wesleyan Church
Scott Marshall was admitted on trial, having been recom­
mended by the Quarterly Conference of Grand Rapids Dis­
trict.
By motion of E. P. Hart, W. D. Bishop was appointed
missionary to Washington Territory, and requested to report
the state of his work.
By motion, it was ordered that the president be requested
to appoint a committee, to consult G. H. Compton with reo
ference tb taking a local relation.
E. P. Hart, Joseph Jones, and C. S. Gitchell, were made
said committee.
STATIONS OF THE PREACHERS.
TOLEDO DISTRICT,-E. P. HART, Chairman.
Cleveland and Cuyahoga Falls " A. V. Leonardson.
Mansfield and Windsor B. R. Jones.
Toledo, Holland and Whitehouse C. S. Gitchell.
Delta " , , L. T. Frink.
Ridgeway, Blissfield and Fairfield Ira Bell and H. Sawyer.
Petersburg H. L Jones and G. H. Compton.
Raisinville Edward Mathews.
Huron J. A. Wilson.
Wayne W.H. James.
COLDWATER DISTRICT.-E. P. HART, Chairman.
Coldwater, Concord and Spring Arbor To be supplied.
Napoleon To be supplied by A. Aldrich.
Ransom C. F. Irish.
Waverly and Lawrence E. Leonardson.
GRAND RAPIDS DISTRICT.-J. ELLISON, Chairman.
COopersville ..........................•..........W. R. Cusick.
Saranac Anson Omens.
Orleans .•.•....•.•..........•...........••..... L. J. Francisco.
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Cortland r •••• Scott Marshall.
Montcalm " G.· A. Olmsted.
Ensley " " , , " .J. G. Witham.
St. :John's , John Ellison and Charles Cusick.
Isabella " " E. E. Miller.
Farrandville and Saginaw William Mabbs,
Flint and Forest " , C. H. Sage.
CINCINNATI DISTRICT.-S. ROBERTS, Okairman.
Cincinnati and Evansville Septer Roberts.
Dublin : To be supplied.
Attica " To be supplied.
W. D. Bishop, Missionary to Washington Territory.
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Periodical literature is a powerful agent in the formation of
moral character, and its influence is felt in every part of the land.
Many ·of the current publications pander to a vitiated taste, and
are unfit for a place in our homes. Even professedly religious
periodicals, in many cases, if not positively pernicious in their in­
fluence, lack a deep, spiritual tone; and dare not advocate the
whole truth, especially respecting the popular sins of·the church.
We regard it a sin to read or in any way patronize the fictitlous
productions of the press so extensively circulated in the land.
We are fully persuaded that our publications-the FREE METH­
ODIST and EARNEST CHRISTIAN-supply a real want in the relig­
ious literature of the age, and should be found in all our families,
and circulated as widely as .possible outside of our denomination.
We are well pleased with the mechanical appearance of the
FREE METHODIST, its present location, and rich spiritual tone.
We sympathize with Bro. Mackcy in his arduous work as editor
and publisher, and hereby pledge ourselves to an earnest co-oper­
ation in sustaining the paper by extending its circulation, contrib­
uting to its columns, and prayer for God's blessing on the editor
and his self-sacriflcing labors.
A pnblication so true to God and the best interests of the race
must be sustained ameng us.
The EARNEST CHRISTIAN is endeared to us for the noble work
it has done for the last ten years, and its present fidelity to the
the great mission of " spreading scriptural holiness over the land."
Hence we pledge to it our hearty support.
No. 2.-0N SABBATH SCHOOLS.
The Committee on S. S. Report as follows:
That we recognize the plan laid down in the Free Methodist
Discipline as the proper rule to govern us in the organization of
S. Schools.
We further report that, in our judgment, there should bp a
reformation of the S. S. work, knowing as we do that Sabbath
Schools are more or less used to promote the evil purposes of de­
signing men. We believe it to be our duty to remonstrate against
all the growing corruptions of the church, including the modern
custom of pic-nics, lotteries, grab bags, celebrations, &c., &c., for
the promotion of S. S. work. Any practice that is not endorsed
by the Word of God, tends only to attract the mind of the rising
generation from the Cross, and brace them up in' a false hope.
Weare also opposed to the practice of professors of religion ed­
ucating their children up to the world's notion of dress, thereby
creating in them an appetite for adornments, which will only in­
crease with age, and, unless checked by the power of God, will,
sooner or later, result in the eternal sacrifice of soul and body.
We would also suggest the propriety of employing females,
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whenever practicable, as superintendents, believing theymanifest
a greater interest in the welfare of the children; and that the
children are more strongly attached to them.
NO.3.-0N TEMPERANCE.
We believe it to be our bounden duty, as a people, called of
God to spread "Scripture holiness over these lands." to oppose
and reject eVe?'Y species of indulgence prohibited in the Holy
Scriptures. We profess to have separated from the world and its
sins, and to stand out before it as a people saved of God. We
cannot be indifferent to the startling fact that intemperance in its
various forms is increasing to an alarming extent. It is taking a
strong.hold of the people of this great nation, and leaving in its
track blighted hopes, wasted lives, broken hearts, and lost souls.
Therefore,
Resolved, 1. That we discountenance the cultivation of those
plants or grains for sale which derive their market value from
the facilitywith which they can be manufactured into intoxica­
ting drinks.
2. That we will preach more on the subject, and by every poss­
ible means use our. influence for the suppression of the wicked
traffic.
3. That we have no confidence in secret organizations to abate
the evil.
4. That we protest against the manufacture of cider to be used
as a beverage.
5. That we will not use fermented wine in our sacraments.
No. 4.-0N MISSIONS.
Your Committee beg leave to report as follows: The religion
of Jesus Christ is pre-eminently missionary in its spirit. No
sooner is the kingdom of God set up in the heart of an individual,
than there arises an earnest desire for the salvation of souls, and
that others should be brought to taste the sweets of redeeming
love.
Raised up as a people, under God, to restore the ancient land­
marks, and bring to light the old methodistic and Bible doctrines
of separation from the world and salvation from sin, we feel
that ours is most emphatically missionary work-and that the
world is our field. Hence, realizing the necessity of extending our
labors as far as possible, we pledge ourselves as a Conference to
spread to the utmost of our ability, the uncompromising Gospel
of the Master through the land.
In order to this, it is necessary, in the mind of your committee,
that our preachers should, as far as possible, be free from pecuni­
ary embarrassment; especially is this true of those of our mem­
bers who are called to labor on the borders and in remote-and in­
solated fields.
We would recommend that an apportionment of seventy dollars
be made, out of missionary funds now on hand, to Bro. Septer
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Roberts. And in view of the probability of the immediate and
increased want of missionary funds for the coming year, we ad­
vise that the Chairmen of the different Districts be instructed to
appoint some time during the second quarter of the coming
Conference year, for taking up missionary collections.
We would also recommend thet an apportionment of one hun­
dred and fifty dollars be made to the Cincinnati and Evansville
work for the coming year.
We would further recommned that the Chairmen of the Dis­
tricts be constituted a standing committee to receive the mission­
ary funds as soon as collected, and disburse the same on the
above appropriations, and otherwise, as they in their judgment
may consider the necessities of the preachers require. And that
said committee be required to report at the next session of this
Annual Conference,
We also suggest the practicability of holding a missionarymeet­
ing on Sabbath next, Oct. Ist, lS71, at 4 o'clock, P. M.
No. 5.-0N SECRET SOCIETIES.
Your Committee beg leave to report as follows: Having given
the subject of secretism our calm and careful consideration, and
inasmuch as two or your committee have formerly been identified
with the leading secret order of the day, we feei ourselves com­
petent to speak understandingly.
We report our unqualified condemnation of all secret, oath­
bound societies, both in their principles and practice.
'Ve regard them antagonistic not only to our holy religion, but
to our republican institutions. By their sham religious rites and
ceremoni.es, they belie and heap contempt upon the one, and by
treasonably and wickedly arrogating to themselves the power of"
visiting the death penalty upon those who may incur their dis­
pleasure; regardless of all civil law-they sap the very founda­
tions of the other-which guarantees to all the liberty of con­
science, and promises the greatest good to the greatest number.
'Ve revere the memorv of the wisest and best statesmen of the
past who, with hardly an exception, were free to raise their warn­
ing vo ice against secret societies, and to express their fear of their
pernicious tendencies.
We, as citizens of this great commonwealth, leel like guarding
with the utmost vigilance, the free and democratic institutions
which we have received as an inheritance from the fathers.
As Christians, we feel like maintaining in their purity, the doc­
trines of God's holy word, to which these secret orders are, in
their nature and principles, most clearly in opposition. One of.
the most prominent features of the Christian religion, is that of
self-sacrifice for the good of others-these are j01tnded in selfish.
ness. The Christian religion is light-an emanation of truth and
righteousness from that God ioho is light-these are shrouded. and
'veiled in darkness
No Christian can engage in any enterprise without an under­
standing of the steps he is required to take, see Lev. v. 4,5:
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these leading their baltered and blinded candidates into their
dark precincts, require them to kneel at their sacrilegious altars,
and enter into a covenant of death, and make a league with hell.
Therefore,
Resolved, That as a Conference of Christian ministers and lay­
men, we pledge to make use of all legitimate means in our power
to oppose these treasonable and irreligious orders.
We recognize the Ohrietuu: Cyno8ure of Chicago, as the peo­
ple's exponent of the principles of civil and religious freedom to
which we stand committed, and pledge to that paper our hearty
support.
No. -6.-0N EDUCATION.
After Friday afternoon session, a meeting was appointed for
Monday morning, to consider the subject of education, at which
time the following articles of agreement were presented by the
committee on education:
Agreement made this day of 1871,
between
acting in their own behalf, and in behalf of the Michigan Annual
Conference of the Free Methodist Church, and by the authority
of said Conference of the first part, and
acting in their own behalf, and in behalf of the citizens of Spring
Arbor, Jackson Co., Mich., and by authority of said citizens con­
ferred at a public meeting held in the M. E. Church at Spring AI'·
bor on Monday the 2nd of Oct., 1871, of the second part. Witness­
eth, as follows:
The said party of the first part, for the consideration and on the
conditions hereinafter mentioned, agree to establish and maintain
at said Spring Arbor, a School 01' Seminary of a rank or grade not
below an Academy, in which the studies shall be taught which
are usually taught in the Academies of this State as occasion shan
demand. Said school shall be under the full and undisturbed
control and management of the said party of the first part, and
they shall have authority to adopt such rules and regulations for
the government of said school as they shall judge to be necessary for
its perfect order and discipline, and for securing to its students the
utmost advantages to be derived from their attendance upon the
same. The most perfect religious toleration shall be observed,
and no student shall be deprived of a:ny of the advantages of
said school, or be in any manner proscribed while attending the
same, on account of his religious convictions 'and belief.
The said party of the first part further agree to raise and appro­
priate two thousand dollars for the purchase of furniture, books,
apparatus and additional land for the use and benefit of said
school, and as much more as shall make the amount thus appro­
priated equal to the sum appropriated by the citizens as herein­
after mentioned; and in case said school shall be discontinued,
they shall have the right of removing or disposing of said per­
sonal property and of such additional real estate-as they shall buy
The said party of the first part further agrees to keep the butl-
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dings and grounds appropriated to said school in as good repair
and order as they were when they took possession of the same,
natural wear and tear excepted; and in case the school shall at
any time be discontinued, they hereby agree to transfer the title
to said property to the said party of the second part, as good and
free and unincumbered as it was when conveyed to them.
And the said party of the second part, for the consideration
abovementioned; agree to purchase the property at Spring Arbor
formerly occupied by the Free Will Baptists for a school, and to
put the buildings in good and suitable repair for school purposes
as may be agreed upon by both the parties herein named, and to
convey the same to the said party of the first part, or to trustees,
whom they the said party of the first part shall name upon the
conditions herein above mentioned.
The said party of the second part further agrees to proceed at
once, and to use all due diligence to repair said buildings as above
mentioned.
L. T. Frink, E. P. Hart, Chas. Mattice, J. T. Gates, and D. W.
Tinkham were appointed to act in behalf of the Conference, as
required by the foregoing articles of agreement.
By motion the evening of the lith of Oct. was appointed for
concluding the proposed articles of agreeament.
The following resolution was adopted: That, in case the citi­
zens of Spring Arbor do not accept the articles of agreeament as
heretofore mentioned, o. S. Gitchell, and J. W. Vickery be added
to the above committee, and that said committee be then author­
ized to take measures to establish a school at some other point.
No. 7.-0N RAISING FUNDS TO PUBLISH MINUTES.
Amount received, $16.31
No. S.-TUE COMMITTEE IN CASE OF G. H. COMPTON,
reported in favor of his remaining in Conference, and his charac­
ter was passed.
No. 9.-IN ME:r.IORIAM.
Rev. Robert D. Howe was born in Westmoreland, Chester Co.
P. A., Oct. 13th, l'769. When six years of age he moved with his
fathers' family to Western New York. He was converted at the
age of twenty-nine in Seio, N. Y., and united with the M. E.
Church. Sept. 10th, 1829, he was joined in wedlock with Mary
Marman. Soon after his conversion he received license to exhort,
and began to call sinners to repentance. In 1�33 he immigrated
to Washtenaw Co., Mich. In that and adjoining counties he la­
bored quite extensively as a local preacher. The favor the M. E.
Church extended to slavery led him to withdraw and unite with
the Wesleyan Methodists in 1843, deeming it wrong to longer re­
main in a church which gave its support to the" sum of all vil­
lainies." In the spring of 1846 he moved to Orleans, Ionia Co.,
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Mich. He preached extensively in this section of the State,mostly
in a local relation. His services were frequently required at
Quarterly and revival meetings, and on funeral occasions.
He watched from the beginning- the movements which led to
the formation of the Free Methodist Church, and when a suitable
opportunity offered, he identified himself with what he regarded
the nearest approach to Old Methodlsm. He united with the
Free Methodist Church in June 1870, and at the ensuing session
of the Mich. Annual Conference was received by that body and,
at. his request, assigned a superannuated relation. He died sud.
denly of heart disease, Nov. 29th, It;70.
He was ready. A few days before his death he said, " If I am
not ready to die now I never shall be ready." Bro. Howe was a
man of uncompromising integrity. Reform movements found in
him a warm supporter. He early espous ....d the cause of the bond­
man. His example, voice and vote told against the rum curse.
Organized secrecy met no favor from him. He possessed are·
markably correct judgment. The afflicted and poor always found
him a reliable friend. His religious experience was clear and
thorough. Entire sanctification was a favorite doctrine and theme
with him. His preaching was plain, earnest and efficient. He
was a kind neighbor, an earnest Christian, and a useful minister.
L. J. FRANCISCO, Com.
P. O. ADDRESS OF THE PREAOHERS.
Name. P. O. County. State.
E. P. Hfl:rt , ��lta, F�l}ton �?, �.L. T. Frink .
C. S. Gitchell " Holland, Lucas
A. V. Leonardson Cleveland, west side,
B. R. Jones .. , .. , Mansfield,
Septer Roberts .. , Dublin, Ind.
Edward Mathews Raisinville, Mich.
H. L. Jones '" Ida, Monroe Co., "
G. H. Compton �..................
" " ""
J. A. Wilson Brownstown,Wayne" "
W. H.James · '.' .Wyandotte,
Ira W. Bell.. .......•.. '" ..•....Mooreville, Washtenaw
C. F. Irish , , Ransom Centre, Hillsdale
H. Sawyer ....••.............. ······ . Ridgeway,
E. Leonardsou ....•.......... ····· .Glendale, Van Buren
W. R. -Cuslck. " .••.... , Coopersville,
John Ellison , St. Johns,
G. A. Olmsted ...•............ · . Cedar Springs, --"
L. J. Francisco Smyrna, Ionia �?,::
J. C. Witham ·· .Ensley, Newaygo












A. Bradfield 374 Lorain St., Cleveland, west side. O.
W. C. Jones , . . .." "
John Oswalt , , " Mansfield,
Jacob Leisenring Ranson, Lenawee Co., Mich.
Geo. Havens Hudson, Lenawee" "
E. B. Williams , " Coldwater,
John Barron. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "
John Tomlinson Sherwood
John Billings , . " Concord,
Horace Spear Patterson's Mills, Ionia Co., "
E. M. Town Smyrna, ""







HELD AT GALVA, ILLINOIS,
Commenoing Oot. 5th, and Closing Oot. 9th, 1871.
OFFIGERS.
President-B. T. ROBERTS.
Secretaries-c-W. W. KELLY, J. G. TERRILL; Assistant
Secretary-W. F. MANLEY.
OOMMITTEES.
On Public Worshzp�B. T. Roberts, J. G. Terrill.
On Missions-The Stationing Committee.
On Sunday Schools-J. G. Terrill, O. P. Rogers.
On Secret Societies-C. R Underwood, B. R. Mosher, L.
Bailey.
On Publications-L. Bailey, M. V. Clute, M. Beach.
On Education-J. W. Dake, D. M. Sinclair, J. S. Up·
dike, C. E. Lum.
On Temperance-J. G. Terrill, J. A, Shoemaker, O. P.
Rogers.
On Bible Gause--B. F. Doughty, J. J. Schuyler, D. P.
Reed.
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Tent Committee-B. F. Doughty, C. E. Harroun, sr.
On Publishinq Minutes-The Secretaries.
Fu?' Collecting Funds for Publication of Minutes-J. J.
Schuyler. •
On State of the Work-D. M. Sinclair, C. H. Underwood,
L. Bailey.
EXAMINERS ON COURSE OF STUDy-NEXT YEAR.
Preliminars) Course-So A. Gilley, M. L. Vorheis.
First Year-W. W. Kelley, B. F. Doughty.
Second Year-C. H. Underwood, J. W. Dake.
TJ,i-rd Year-M. V. Clute, C. W. Frink.
Fourth Year-D. M. Sinclair, J. G. Terrill.
DISOIPLINARY QUEST/ON.
l. vVhat are the name of the preachers and delegates having
a seat in this Conference?
Preachers=-L, W. Dake, J. Mead, J-. Travis, J. G. Terrill,
T. S. La Due, J. P. Shattuck, J. Buss, D. M. Rose, M. V.
Clute, C. E. Harroun, Peter Chalmun, W. Cooley, W. F.
Manley, J. W. Cain, D. M. Sinclair, W. W. Kelly, C. W.
Frink, B. F. Doughty, C. H. Underwood, N. Cook, N. E.
Parks, W. A. Nobles, J. M. Y. Smith, G. C. Coffee, L.
Whitney.
Laymen-O. P. Rogers, J. S. Updike, J. P. Corran, J. J.
Schuyler, W. B. Smith, C. E. Lum, B. R. Mosher, E. Beach,
J. A. Shoemaker, P. Patrick, Thomas Vipond, W. Smith, D.
P. Reed, Geo. Blackburn, J. T. Hamilton, E. A. Hall, Afred
Turner, Lewis Mendenhall. A. Bennett, J. C. Black.
2. vVho are the Stationing Committee ?-B. T. Roberts, J.
Travis. L. Bailey, J. G. Terrill, D. M, Sinclair, B. R. Mosh­
er, M. Beach, D. P. Reed, C. E. Lum.
3. vVhat preachers are admitted on trial?-T. B. Arnold,
Nilson Linebeck Samuel Doughty.
4. Who remain on trial ?-S. A. Gilley, M. L. Vorheis,
Emory Z. Twing, Charles A. Brandt, John Wilson.
5. Who are admitted into full connection ?-J. M. Y. Smith,
G. C. Coffee. L' Whitney.
6. Who a1'e the Deacons ?-N. E. Parks, W. A. Noble,
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W. F. Manley, J. W.Oain, J. O. Black, a local preacher, was
ordained this year.
7. vVho have been elected and ordained Elders th�:s year?­
James M. Y. Smith, George O. Coffee. LemuelWhitney was
recognized as an Elder, having been ordained in the Wesley­
an Methodist Church; James Billings recognized as Elder,
having been ordained in the M. E. Ohurch.
S. Who are located. this yea?' ?-J. P .. Shattuck.
9. Who are the Superannuated or worn out preachers?-
Judah Mead.
10. Who have been expelled?-None.
11. vVho hare withdrawn ?-None.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life and conoersa-,
tion ? - Their names were called, and characters passed.
13. Who have died this year?-None.
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*Fol' seven months of the year,
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15. rVhere are the preachers stationed this year?
FOX RIVER DIS'fRIl;'l'.-L. BAU,EY, Chairman,
Chieago " J. M. Y. Smith.
Aurora D. M. Sinclair.
Elgin and Clintonville J. W. Dake.
St. Charles N. E. Parks.
Geneva Junction and Wheaton To be supplied by J. Billings.
Lodi and Blackberry T. B. Arnold.
Crystal Lake C. W. Frink.
Marrengo, Belvidere and Bonus M. V. Clute, C. H. Harroun, Jr.
supply.
Big Rock and Jericho C. H. Underwood.
WISCONSIN DISTRICT.-L. BAILEY, Chairman.
Whitewater W. W. Kelley.
Beaver Dam and Calamus W. A. Nobles.
Deanville and Pierceville .. " " \V. Cooley.
La Crosse Valley , " " E. Z. Twing.
Pleasant Valley " " N. COOIL
NORTH WESTERN DISTRICT.-J. TRAVIS, Chairman.
Winnebago '" M. L. Vorheis,
Freeport and Lena , " J. Buss.
Savannah and Plum River C. A. Brandt.
Plattville and Martinville C. E. Harroun, Sr.
New Diggings and Big Patch L. Whitney.
Ashton " .. .. . W. F. Manley.
De Witt, Iowa , " , . S. Doughty.
Otter Creek J. W. Cain, J. Scott, supply.
SOUTHERN DISTRICT.-J. TRAVIS, Chairman.
Galva and Kewanee G. C. Coffee.
Manlius and Sheffield , .. '" " .. " S. A. Gilley.
Fairfield , J. G. Terrill.
Birmingham, Mount Zion and Blakesburg R. F. Doughty.
Guthrie County To be supplied.
MINNESOTA DIS'l'RICT.---,T. S. La DUE, Chairman.
Cannon Falls and Pine Island E. W. Sumner, supply.
Havanna, Clinton Falls and Hudson C. W. La Due.
Antrim " Suppiied by J. Bridell.
Forrest City Supplied by S. Bradley.
Charles City, C. M. Damon.
SCKNDINAVIAN DISTRICT.-P. CUALMUN, Chairman.
Galva and Centre " P. Chalmun.
New Sweden N. Linebeck
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West Victoria J. Wilson
Burlington and Leland , To be supplied-
Fox River and Galesburg To be supplied-
16. When a71 d when shall our next Conference be held?­
At Crystal Lake, Ill, the first Wednesday in October,
1872, at 2 P. M.
MISCELLANEOUS.
1. Rev. W. Gould, of the Susquehanna Conference, and
Rev. James Billings, of Aurora, were introduced to the Con­
ference and invited to honorary seats.
'2. A committee was appointed to telegraph to Rev. J.
Mead, inviting him to attend this Conference, the Confer­
ence to pay his expenses.
3. The Conference instructed the Stationing Committee, to
so arrange the districts, as to have the chairmen travel as
evangelists.
4. J. Travis and L. Bailey were elected Conference
evangelists.
5. The proposed change in the general rules in regard to
tobacco, (.see.N ew Discipline, page 31) was unanimously
adopted, every member present voting for its adoption. The
vote was taken by the yeas and nays.
6. Rev. S. B. Smith, of the Central Illinois Conference of
the M. E. Church, was introduced to the Conference.
7. It was decided that the ordination of those preachers
who are deficient in studies be deferred until they bring up
their studies.
8. L. Bailey was made a committee to correspond with
D. M. Rose with reference to his remaining in the travelling
connection.
9. Rev. L. Bailey was elected delegate to the Anti-Secret
Society Convention to be held at Oberlin, Ohio, in June, 1872.
Resolved, 'I'hat the chairman on whose district the tent may be,
shall, for the time being, be a n.ember of the tent committee.
11. A Collection of 39,60, was taken up on Sabbath, to­
ward defraying the expenses of the General Superintendent.
12. Conference ordered the minutes to be printed with
those of the other Conferences.
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13. It was ordered that one hundred copies of the report
on temperance be printed for distribution among the mem
bers of this Conference.
14. O. H. Lovejoy, James Mathews, J. O. "Washburne,
Isaac Bliss, \V. H. Neal, O. Wisner and H. S. Matthews
were transsferred to the Kansas Oonference.
15. O. M. Damon was received by transfer from the Sus­
quehauna Conference.
16. The committee on missions reported $147,52 on hand,
$85 of which was appropriated to Bro. C. E. Harroun, and
$62, 52 to G. O. Coffee. $100 was appropriated to Bir­
mingham, Mt. Zion and Blakesbhrg circuit, to be' raised the
coming year. The mission collections were ordered to be
taken early in the year and forwarded to the chairmen of
the districts. Money in excess of the appropriations to be
brought to Conference.
17. $17,57 were collected for the Superannuate Fund,
and given to Rev. Judah Mead.
18. One hundred copies of the petition to the Legislature
of Illinois, Embodied in the Report on Temperance, was or­
dered printed.
19. The Conference, by a unanimous, rising vote, invited
the General Superintendent to take up his residence within
the bounds of this Conference.
20. A rising vote of thanks was tendered to the citizens
of Galva .. (especially those who are not members of our
church) for the hospitality shown to this Conference in en­
tertaining its mem bers.
21. $3 was raised to procure a Conference seal.
22. C. E. Harroun, Sr., J. A. Shoemaker, and B. R.
Mosher were elected trustees of the "Benevolent Associa­
tion of the Illinois Conference of the Free Methodist Church."
23. Rev. L. Bailey was made a committee on Railroads,
for the purpose of securing reduction of fare to the next An
nnal Conference.
24. The vote of the Conference on the proposition to
place the General Superintendency among the restrictive
rules. stood yeas, 39; nays, none; declining to vote, 2.
25. The following resolutions of last year were adopted
for the coming year:
1. CONFERl£NCE CAMP MEETING.-Resolved, 1st-That said
Camp Meeting shall be under the control and direction of a com-
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mittee, consisting of each preacher ill charge, within the bounds
of the Conference, and one layman from each circuit appointed
by him, of which D. M. Sinclair shall be chairman: said commit­
tee to be subject to his call; five of whom shall constitute a
quorum.
2. That the Conference Camp Meeting Committee be instructed
to prohibit all huckstering, and boarding tents on the camp
ground, and that they publish the same in their call for the-Camp
Meeting.
3. That the Conference forbids the use of the Conference tent­
property, except for the purpose of holding religioue meetings
under the directions of the Tent-Committee.
REPORTS.
ON EDUCATION.
'I'he subject of education presents itself to our attention, and
demands our mature and careful consideration. To speak against
the educational movements going on in our midst as a whole,
would bring us into the contempt of thoughtful men; and to ap­
prove all that is being introduced under the name would be tri­
fling with the best interests of society.
Therefore, while as Free Methodists, we desire to put ourselves
square on the record, as most heartily approving the things that
are more excellent, our heart's desire and prayer to Aimighty
God is, that. as a people, we may be kept from the idolatry of the
times in this matter. We heartily concur in the action of the
General Conference, commending our school at North Chili, as
worthy the patronage of this Conference.
ON PUBLICATIONS.
The conversion of the world to God depends upon the dissemi­
nation of truth. It is obvious that we may not only preach the
truth to the people, but we may print it for them to read.
Tracts, fly sheets, and periodicals, have in different ages of the
world exerted a mighty influence over the public mind.
We rejoice to be able to assist in the work of salvation; by
scattering abroad everywhere, the FREE METHODIST and EARNEST
CHRISTIAN.
We esteem them very highly for thei I' work's sake, and com­
mend them to do good and not harm, to all who prayerfully read
them.
We are grateful to God for his blessing which has thus far at­
tended the effort to establish a weekly paper among us We sin­
cerely thank the editor for his self-sacrificing efforts during the
past year, by which he has given us a sheet so profitable, so neat,
and so iuterestinz.
We promise to renew our efforts to increase the circulation of
these periodicals,and to help supply the best of matter for pub­
lication.
SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
Your committee beg leave to report that they find a serious in
difference to the Sunday school work among our ministers and
people, This is manifest in the difficulty met in gathering sta­
tistics and in the meagreness of them when obtained. We can
scarcely tell whether there is improvement in our work or not,
from the reports. The Sunday school work among us needs
to be pushed with greater enargy than ever bt-fOl·e. There
is a great lack of Biblical knowledge among us. If, as ministers
and members, we will take hold of this with might and with
main, the thorough study of fifty-two Bible lessons in a year, will
give us at the end of that time a knowledge of the Scriptures of
incalculable value. The Sunday School work is exceedingly well
adapted to the mental and moral improvement of young ministers.
The studied simplicity necessary to the enlightenment of the child­
mind, and the necessity of 0bservation at tb e same time, by tlie teach­
er' as to whether he is understood or not,will greatly aid in develop­
ing efficiency in the ministry. Those societies that take hold of
this work with zeal and earnestness, the most of whose members
are enlisted in the work, usually succeed the best.
"re would suggest, as a means for the improvement of our
Sunday School work, that the Sunday School workers of onr dis­
tricts be gathered together, a day or two previous to the com­
mencement of the General Quarterly meetings, for consultation,
and such exercises as may be profitable for their improvement as
teachers and officers.
ON TEMPEItANCE.
We, your committee on temperance, beg leave to submit the
following report:
1. Resolved-That this Conference approves of the general prin­
ciples embodied in the Bill reported by Hon. Nathan Williams, to
the House of Representatives of the Illinois Legislature, provi­
ding, that persons injured either in person, property, or means of
support, by any intoxicated person, or in consequence of the in­
toxication of any person, may recover damages from the persons,
who, by providing the liquors, have caused such intoxication, and
in our judgment, the enactment of said Bill, or one of similar
character into law,will give a much needed remedy to persons in­
jured by reason of drunkeness, and greatly diminish the sale of
intoxicating drinks, and the evils arising from drunkenness .
.
2. Resolved-That the Secretary be instructed to forward copies
of t,he foregoing resolution to the Lieutenant Governor of the
State, and to the speaker of the Honse of Hepresentatives, to the
end, that the same may be presented to the Legislature at its ad­
journed sesaion.
3. ReoYoll'ed-That each one of our preachers in charge of cir-
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cuits who shall be appointed within the bounds of the State of
Illinois, be requested to circulate for names the following petition
to 'the Legislature:
To the Honorable Legislature of the State of Illinois, to meet at
its adjml1'ned session in November, 1871.
We, the undersigned, residents of the State of Illinois, humbly
petition your honorable body to enact into law the Bill reported
to you by Hon. Nathan Williams, providing, that persons injured
either in person, property or means of support, by any intoxicated
person, or in consequence of the intoxication of any person, may
recover damage from the person who, by providing the liquors,
has caused such intoxication; for, in our judgment, the enact­
ment of said Bill, or one of similar character, into law, will give a
much needed remedy to persons injured by drunkenness, and
greatly diminish the sale of intoxicating drinks, and the evils
arising from drunkenness, and for this your petitioners will ever
pray, etc.
ON BIBLE CAUSE.
With gratitude to Almighty God, we rejoice in the growing in­
terest in the Bible cause. We believe that by the gratuitous
spread of the Scriptures, the world shall be enlightened and come
to a knowledge of the truth; and that the means for this purpose
adopted by the American Bible Society meet with our endorse­
ment and merit our support. We profess to know of no interest
in the cause of Christ more common than this, obligating all men
of every name and denomination to give liberally as God has giv­
en them ability, of their means to spread the Holy Scriptures to
the destitute of the earth.
We recommend all our preachers to preach at least one sermon
during the year on this subject, and to take up a collection at
each appointment for it; and that the preachers eo-operate with
the local and travelling agents of the Bible Society.
O.N SECRE'!' SOCIE'fIES.
We reaffirm our former position in relation to secret societies,
and declare that we are more than ever satisfied of the necessity
of continuing to expose those systems whose principles have come
down to us from the heathenism of ancient days, and whose exer­
cises and tendencies in many respects partake largely of the same
character. vVe believe that the purely Christian effort inaugura­
ted at Aurora, for the diffusion of light on this subject, is the le­
gitimate and successful manner to dissolve these bands of supersti­
tion and error. vV {' deplore any deviation from the above method,
and believe that coalition with political parties, or organizations
of the same on this issue, will work only disasters in the final
event.
We will continue to endeavor to use against these powers of
darkness, " The armor of light."
Resolved-That this Conference send a delegate to the next An­
nual Convention, to be held at Oberlin, Ohio, in June, 1872.
